
 

 

Environment Linkage Group  

Meeting Report 

24th May 2016 – Cheshire Apartments, Letterkenny 

 

In Attendance: Trish Murphy, Ralph Sheppard, Liz Sheppard, Seamus McElwee, Aengus Kennedy, 
Dermot McLaughlin, Joe Gatins, Inga Bock, Joanne Butler, Joanne Holmes, John Duffy, Bobby Smith, 
Mark Horton 
 
Apologies: Emmett Johnston, Mark Daly, Toni Devine, Christine Ovens,  
 

Convenor: Trish Murphy 

 

Welcome & Introduction  

Joanne Butler agreed to chair the meeting and began by welcoming everyone and outlining the 
agenda for the meeting 

 

Committee Feedback  

It was confirmed that SPC reports from PPN representatives could be circulated to the linkage group 

The Google groups account remains open for environment linkage group members to join. Possible 
to submit feedback and put reports on this too for members to comment on. 

In the last meeting a discussion was held about the creation of a Donegal uplands forum. A signing 
sheet was put forward for groups interested in joining this forum which could be filled out at the end 
of the meeting.  

 

Presentation by Mark Horton, "Community Engagement in Freshwater 
Projects"   

Mark Horton, All Ireland Director for Rivers Trusts, gave a very informative presentation on 
community engagement in freshwater projects. 

Information on the rivers trust can be found via: 

http://www.theriverstrust.org/ 

& 

https://www.catchments.ie/development-rivers-trusts-ireland/ 

http://www.theriverstrust.org/
https://www.catchments.ie/development-rivers-trusts-ireland/


 

 

Information was put forward about the new Waters and Communities Office and the possibility was 
raised of inviting the community water officer for Donegal to a meeting of the group when they are 
appointed (possibly September). 

The group discussed the possibility of partnering with Rural development companies through Leader 
to implement freshwater projects. It was noted that catchment areas might encompass more than 
one rural development company area, a map of these areas can be found on the website www.ildn.ie 

It was also noted that the calls for submissions for Leader funding had not been opened yet as the 
programme was still waiting for sign off from the department.  

The possibility was also raised of piloting a freshwater project through the PPN while working with 
the Local Authority. This would allow projects to be completed on the ground while much of the 'red 
tape' was completed by the Council. Mark Horton commented that adminstrative load and lack of 
funding were major stumblin blocks for groups working on the ground. 

 

Environmental News 

Ralph gave a run down on recent and upcoming environmental news and events of interest. 

Donegal Heritage Forum – only two environmental projects funded last year. One of these was the 
“Survey of plants on road verges in Inishowen.” A talk by John Wann will be given in the near future.  
Ralph encourgaed groups to consider applying for this grant. 

LA21 Environmental Partnership Fund – This is now open for submissions. 

Leader- Guidelines in the North have been agreed. Applications for this are expected to be open by 
Oct/Nov. 

The final event in a schools Biodiversity Mapping project will be held in St. Patrick's GNS, Carndonagh 
and led by Aengus Kennedy. All invited to attend. 

Education and awareness raising is vitally important to our environmental work at council level, 
general public level and through schools. 

http://www.ildn.ie/

