
 
 
 

Donegal Public Participation Network 
 

Older Persons Council Meeting 
20th September 2016 

Letterkenny Public Services Centre – 2.00pm 
 
 
In Attendance: Andrew McNulty, Grainne Hines, Frank Campbell, Paul Harrison, Dolores Boyle, 
Frances Browne, Kevin Monaghan, Mary McGrenra, Tilly Lynchman, Patrick Sweeney, Carolyn 
Robinson,  Seamus Kennedy,  John Quinn,  Seamus Rodgers, Charles Sweeney, Mary Clyde, 
Mairead Cranley, Bobby Smith. 
 
Apologies: Susan McCauley, Jane Mc Gettigan, Raymond Doherty, Christine Ovens, Deirdriú 
Murray, Kathy Ayres, Charles Kelly, Rose Gibbons, Christine Ovens, John Starret, Garry Glennon 

 
Welcome/Introductions 
 
Andrew McNulty, PPN Secretariat and Older Persons Council Linkage group convenor welcomed 
everyone and set out the agenda for the meeting. There were no matters arising from minutes of 
last meeting on 25th February, 2016. They were proposed by Frances Browne and seconded by 
Frank Campbell  
 
 
Presentation on Donegal Age Friendly  
 
Charles Sweeney DCC gave a presentation on the PPN, the Age Friendly Alliance and the Older 
Persons Council (OPC). The OPC is to be 12 person subgroup of the Alliance; it will have a wide 
geographic spread and will have representatives from the PPN, older people’s champions and 
different sectors that work with older people. It will have a work programme and its first meeting 
is planned for October. 
 
It was proposed that possible areas the OPC could look at would be: 
 

1. Proposal to restore phone allowance 
2. Priority and help should be given to allow elderly people to stay at home or alternatively 

the provision of local Sheltered Housing. 
3. A choice should be given between on line bills etc or a hard copy letter being sent out.  

 
 



 
Grainne Hines spoke of Age Friendly businesses throughout Donegal who are welcoming the 
elderly and allowing them to use facilities etc. Also noted her role on the national Older Persons 
Council.  
 
Frank Campbell noted that he sits on the Age Friendly Alliance. Advised he attended his first 
meeting in April meeting. One of the items discussed was age friendly training for Council staff 
which was carried out in June. The Information guide for Older People was launched at the 
Alliance meeting in June. 
 
 
Representation onto the Older Persons Council 
 
Four reps were to be put forward from this linkage group to the Old Persons Council.  All present 
were asked if they wanted to be considered. Five of the group were interested and a call was 
made to Charles Sweeney who agreed the five could sit on the Council. The 5 representatives 
selected were: 
 
Grainne Hines – Active Retirement Ireland  
Tilly Hyndman- Arthritis Ireland 
Kevin Monaghan- Lifford 50+ Group 
Frank Campbell-Dungloe Active Retirement 
Frances Brown - Good Morning Service (Older People’s champion) 
 
All were proposed by Patrick Sweeney and seconded by Seamus Kennedy. John Quinn said he 
would be happy to be proxy if needed for any meetings. The reps would be representing the OPC 
for a maximum of two year term. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Various issues were discussed including the importance of keeping the elderly in their own 
communities. The mobility grants offered were welcomed but needed more flexibility. More 
supports were needed and the difficulty of getting adequate Home Help was highlighted.  The lack 
of Sheltered Housing was also highlighted.  Applications for Carers Allowance was very slow being 
processed. There should be more done to raise awareness of Dementia. 
Frances Brown advised that the Good Morning Service was in place to help with following up with 
authorities.  Rural issues i.e poor mobile phone coverage, abolition of phone allowance, poor 
banking facilities were also highlighted. 
   
 
A demonstration from front line responder/paramedic to be organised for next meeting  


