
 

 

Donegal Public Participation Network  

Social Inclusion Linkage Group  

Meeting 11/04/17-Regional Cultural Centre 

 

Report 

 
In Attendance: Finola Brennan, James McClean,  Susan McCauley, Sean O’Beirne, Paul Kernan, Tilly Hyndman, 

John Quinn, Martin McBride, Hugh Friel, Deirdriú Murray, Gina Grant, Annette Patton, John McLaughlin, 

Siobhan McLaughlin, Mary Clyde 

 

Apologies: Breege Ward, Marietta Herrity, Gary Glennon, Christine Ovens, Mary Doherty, Jude Bromley, 

Seamus Boviard, Jane McGettigan, Tracy Doyle, Mary Clinton, Liz Ronayne, Carolyn Robinson, Margaret 

Gilbert, Eugene Greene, Grainne Hines, Ellen Druce, Alice Bonner, Faustina Bonner  

 

Convenor: Paul Kernan 

 

Welcome & Introductions 
 

Gina Grant chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

 

Apologies were noted 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting 

 
No minutes available. To be updated. 

 

Representative Update  

 
James McClean-ETB Representative-Advised the group that he has attended a recent meeting and will submit 

a written report. He advised that Cairde le Cheile were launching the re-opening of their offices on the 

09/06/2017 and that The HUB, Kilmacrennan Rd-the old Training centre has been renovated and re-opened a 

few weeks ago.  

Martin McBride- LCDC-Grants now available to groups for €1,000 for computers etc-details will be forwarded 

to Mary to distribute. 

Susan McCauley-LECP-Ongoing monitoring and evaluation-they are intending using the PPN and Linkage 

Groups to feed back into the plan. SICAP-Older people are not a target group of the SICAP programme 

By 2022, a quarter of the population of Donegal will be 65 or over. Older people must be a focus of the next 

programme. 



 

There is one Social Inclusion representative needed for the Inishowen Development Partnership Evaluation 

Committee. Details to be circulated and it will be decided at the next meeting.  

 

 

Housing & Homelessness in Donegal 

 
There was a lengthy discussion in relation to the issues relating to Housing and Homelessness.   

 

There are a lot of empty privately owned properties lying vacant in Donegal and an audit would need to be 

done to see if any of these could be used for people on the Housing waiting list. 

  

There are 200 Syrian families coming to Donegal. The first 16 are coming to Inishowen in June. 

 

There are lots of issues with people presenting themselves as Homeless.  It is increasingly difficult to find 

private rented accommodation and also to get references.  The owner of Gleneely House has helped a lot of 

Homeless people and his kindness should be acknowledged.  The Travellers Project is currently lobbying for 

DCC to employ a dedicated worker to help and support families who are experiencing homelessness. It was 

decided that the Social Inclusion Linkage Group would forward a submission to DCC to support this.    

 

It was decided that a survey to be sent to groups via the PPN Newsletter to capture the issues being 

experienced. Four questions to be asked: 

 

1. Are you aware of anyone or a family who are experiencing homelessness in the last 2 years? 

2. How was the situation resolved? 

3. Are there supports in your area for Homelessness or for addressing Social Housing?         

4. If not, what provisions would you like to see to address homelessness? 

 

Comments to be forwarded by 28
th

 April, 2017   

 

AOB  

 
Gina proposed that going forward the group need a Plan of Action put in place.  A request is to be brought to 

the next Secretariat meeting to hold a Seminar/Workshop. 

 

Gina Grant was nominated as the Chairperson for the next six months. 

 

Siobhan McLaughlin wanted noted the formal recognition of Irish Travellers as an indigenous ethnic minority. 

 

It was noted that Bobby Smith was finishing up with Donegal County Council in May and thanks to be given to 

him for his work over the last two years.   

 

Date of next Meeting 

 
06/06/2017- To focus on Health & Inequality 

 

 


